CLEMENCEAU
affairs, put so much money into a hopeless investment ?
This deduction seems to be unanswerable : since it is
averred that the editor of Justice has never sold anything
publicly to Cornelius Herz, what did he sell him secretly ?
What really occurred between this foreigner and this
politician that no trace was left of any exchange of services ?
Is it possible that the one should have given everything
and the other nothing ? That this German would have
been content to pile up these sums without any interest,
any purpose, without profit to himself ? *
' Then Deroulede made the direct charge : ' We cannot
help wondering if what he expected was not precisely all
those overthrows of ministries, all those attacks against
men in power, all the trouble which you and your great
talent have caused to all the business of the country and of
Parliament! *
Applause from Barr&s,
The war came and M. Clemenceau was in power. On
the nth July, 1918, Barres delivered a speech before the
League of Patriots.1 He exclaimed, * We have now at
the head of our Government a man who is celebrated for
his power to stimulate and elevate the morale of the French
people. . . . We have not always loved him, perhaps:
well, to-day we do love him, all of us, with all our hearts,
for the one reason that he is necessary to France/
What did Deroulede think about it ?
Well, when Clemenceau left for the United States after
the war,* Mr- President9 Barres wrote to him,c On the eve
of your departure the League of Patriots wishes to send
with you their homage and good wishes. We salute the
tireless chief who is going alone, his pilgrim's staff in hand,
on a long journey to serve France and Truth by the power
of his words and the inspiration of his presence. May
God protect you, President Clemenceau, you who remain
a spiritual force of a kind unique in the world, the heart
1 Of which Maurice Banes was President.